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Winemaking in a Hostile
Climate on Sonoma’s Coast
By: Eric Asimov
It’s the rare morning along the
Sonoma County coast when you
don’t wake up in a fog. From
the cliffs of this hamlet on the
Coast Highway, you can hear
the Pacific crashing on the
craggy shore. You just can’t see
it through the mist. It’s a wild,
beautiful, out-of-the-way place,
perfect for whale watching,
collecting driftwood or beholding
mesmerizing sunsets. But wine?
Fine for drinking, but nobody
in his right mind would plant a
vineyard here.
Of course, sanity has never
been a prerequisite for the
wine business. Anybody who
has ever struggled up the
precipitous, death-defying slope
of a vineyard in the Mosel or
Côte-Rôtie recognizes that point
right away. So it is that more
and more serious grape growers
have abandoned common sense
to buy land and put in vineyards
along the Sonoma coast, despite
the fog, the incessant spring and
fall rains that can destroy a crop
and the isolation that requires
many people to generate their
own electricity....
These vineyards are not on the
edge of the ocean, but two to
five miles inland, on ridges high
enough that the fog dissipates
in time for the grapes to get
morning sun. But others are
even closer to the coast, close
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